MY YEARS ON THE STAGE
Gibber had written this play in imitation of the Spanish comedy of intrigue. As was the case with The Recruiting Officer, this play had to be shortened and edited for use at Daly's. The role of Hypolita, which was played by Miss Rehan, and that of Don Phillip, which fell to me, were artificial and by no means easy to perform. Both of these performances gained in later years by repetition.
The Country Girl, which was Garrick's adaptation of Wycherly's The Country Wife, was still further altered so as to include scenes from Congreve's Love for Love. In this Ada Rehan was Peggy Thrift, and I played the leading juvenile, Belleville. Ada Rehan's Peggy was a matchless portrayal. Her success in this was so great that she kept the play in her repertoire for many years.
Of course one of the finest of the old comedy productions was The School for Scandal. This time Daly did not make the mistake that he had made at the Fifth Avenue Theatre. Then he so rearranged Sheridan's comedy as to destroy the continuity of the scenes. In his second production the text was altered, but not to so great an extent. He did, however, change the card party at Lady Sneerwelfs to a dance. I had never played the part of Charles Surface before, except in the screen scene which had been done at a benefitking.
